Biocontrol-risky but necessary?
There is currently much debate concerning the risks of biological control and the potential harmful effects of nonindigenous species introduced for controlling exotic pests. Biocontrol advocates generally appear reluctant to accept the possibility that there could be side-effects associated with biocontrol, often refuting evidence of harmful effects and suggesting that current practices are sufficient to minimize any risks. The biocontrol critics, on the other hand, although eager to provide evidence to the contrary, appear reluctant to propose any detailed, constructive criticisms or workable solutions. Here, we attempt to put these arguments into context, and suggest some directions for future research that might help to resolve some of the problems.